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Prompting ChatGPT 
 

Think of prompts as a conversation with a friend or colleague.  

Note: ChatGPT refers to text exchanges as conversations.   

 

Prompt Structure 
Question or request or statement  

• This is the main input provided to ChatGPT. It could be a query, a request for 
information, or a statement that requires a response. 

Question or request + [attributes] 

 

Attributes can include:  

• Context provides information about the topic and the previous conversation that has 
taken place, if any.  

• The tone and style of the prompt influences the response potentially to formal, 
informal, conversational, or very casual. 

• Keywords can help ChatGPT understand the topic and generate a more relevant 
response. 

• Specifying a desired outcome of the conversation can generate a response that meets 
their expectations. 

• Indicating an actor/role impacts the response.  

 

Use these prompt tips to allow ChatGPT to have an easier time understanding your prompts so it can 

return the best results. 

 

1. Be specific 
 

2. Use complete sentences  
 

3. Be clear and concise 
 

4. Use correct grammar and spelling 
 

5. Use proper punctuation  
 

6. Use parentheses and brackets to provide additional information or clarification and to indicate 
that you have made a change or correction to a quoted text. This helps ChatGPT understand 
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that the text in brackets/parenthesese is not part of your original prompt. 
 

7. Try different approaches (iterative) 
a. Direct question: "What is the capital of France?" 
b. Yes/No question: "Is Paris the capital of France?" 
c. Statement: "I'm interested in learning more about French culture." 
d. Command: "Please provide information on the history of France." 
e. Conditional statement: "If I wanted to visit France, what cities should I prioritize?" 
f. Comparison question: "How does the political system of France differ from that of the 

United States?" 
g. Personal opinion question: "What is your favorite aspect of French cuisine?" 
h. Hypothetical scenario: "If I were to move to France, what would be some cultural 

differences to be aware of?" 
i. Multiple choice: "Which of the following French artists was a prominent figure in the 

Impressionist movement? a) Claude Monet b) Pablo Picasso c) Vincent van Gogh" 
j. Open-ended question: "What else can you tell me about France?" 

 
8. Use the Rewrite prompt  to further customize and improve the previous result without retyping 

the original prompt 
 

9. Use the Format prompt to shape results as a chart, table, paragraphs or lists 
 

Today’s Webinar prompts: 

All corresponding videos can be found at:  
https://www.youtube.com/@johharoldallan/videos 

 

1. Write a list of five ice breakers for the start of an introduction to ChatGPT for teachers’ webinar 

at the CEFR C1 level.  

 

2. List ideas for active learning that I can use this term with my English language learners at the 

CEFR B1 level? 

 

3. [In numbered list format] Show the steps required to write a point-by-point comparative essay.  

 

4. [Topic is My Community] Create  a rubric to assess a formal in-class presentation that includes 

content, organization, media quality, delivery, time management and audience response.  

 

5. [format as a worksheet with a title and a name field] Create a minimal pairs  pronunciation 

exercise for English plosives.  

 

6. Write a narration an audio script between Robert and Aisha who are discussing how they are 

going to study for their final biology exam. The exam is six weeks in the future. [Limit the 

conversation to eight exchanges]  

 

https://www.youtube.com/@johharoldallan/videos
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7. Create a 1000 word passage about the effects of fossil fuels and Canada’s economy for an 

English language learning Reading course at the CEFR C1 level. 

 

8. Write a quiz including: 4 true or false questions, two fill in the blank questions, 4 multiple choice 

questions, an essay question and an answer key.  

 

9. Create an outline explaining why Canada and the United States of America have different 

measurement systems. [metric, Imperial, US] 

 

10. Write a unit plan for Terry Fox, his Marathon of Hope and his legacy at the CEFR B2 level. 

 

11. Expand on one of the lessons in this unit to create a lesson plan. 

 

12. Proofread this comparative essay, Movies are awesome, I mean that they show moving pictures, 

who wouldn't love that??? But what's even better? Books! They have TONS OF WORDS, and 

nicely describe a thing. I believe that books are even more awesome than movies, and I am 

going to prove it to you. 

    First of all books tend to be more original than movies, most movies are based off a book, so 

why watch the copy when you can read the original??? For example, the movie The Hunger 

Games was based off of the novel by Suzanne Collins. The book was way better than the movie 

because it was more detailed. When I watched the movie, it felt like Katniss had only known Rue 

for two seconds,  while in the book, Rue's character was very well developed. Another example 

is the whole Percy Jackson issue. The book was amazing, while the movie was so inaccurate, it 

made the entire audience angry after its premier! The book is always better than the movie 

because it allows the reader to develop feelings toward the characters gradually, and over an 

extended period of time. 

    Ever read a book, then watched the movie only to discover that the main character is not at 

all like you imagined him or her? Bad casting happens all the time in movies, and sometimes, a 

character's look or age is completely wrong. An example of this can be seen in the new Mortal 

Instruments, City of Bones movie as well as Percy Jackson (because whoever wrote and directed 

that movie totally screwed it up!) In the Mortal Instruments, Jace was not at all like I imagined 

him! His hair was too long and dark, and the actor looked like a stick. In the book, Jace always 

seemed so strong and muscular, and Cassandra Clare was very clear that his hair was a white 

blond color. Messing up character's hair colors seems to be a simple ongoing mistake in many 

movies. In the first Percy Jackson, Anna Beth's hair was brown, not blonde, brown. And every 

single Percy Jackson reader knows what color her hair should be, so why couldn't the costume 

designers figure it out??? Anyways, books are better because they are the original truth, not 

some screwed up attempt at a replica. 

    Books also allow more creative freedom for the readers than movie, which just show you 

someone else's ideas. I don't know about you, but I love to read between the lines and create 

images of a character's appearance and personality in my head with the help of the author's 

voice. With movies, I just sit in a chair and stare at a screen for a few hours. Don't get me wrong, 

I love to watch movies, but when some big-shot director decides to massacre one of my favorite 
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novels, it makes me want to yell at the screen, no matter how many other people are in the 

theater. Guess what, sometimes, I actually do!!! And most of the time, other book fanatics are 

yelling right along with me, although sometimes its just some of my friends that I went with... 

My creativity tends to show in unique ways sometimes... 

    Well, I guess what I am trying to say is this, books and movies are incomparable in almost 

every aspect. Books are better, that's it. There is nothing more to it. Through allowing creativity, 

being 100% accurate, and being original, books open up a whole new world for me that movies 

just cannot, no matter how good the graphics are. 

 

13. Translate this article to French, Not everyone looks forward to the joys of spring. Many people 

take delight in looking at flower buds revealing their delicate blossoms, but others hate this. This 

is because pollen from the plants bring allergies like hay fever. Scientists in the USA warned hay 

fever sufferers that spring has arrived up to four weeks early. The pollen that causes so many 

symptoms is already causing misery. To make things worse, the warmer weather will make the 

hay fever season longer. The scientists said the longer hay fever season was not surprising, 

"given the trajectory our planet is on". Meteorologists are blaming climate change for the 

warmer weather. A U.S. weather tracker reported that the winter's average temperature was 

2.7 degrees warmer than the 20th century average. Meteorologist Lauren Casey told CNN that 

climate change is resulting in earlier and longer seasons for plants. This is causing more pollen. 

She called pollen "the enemy" of people who suffer from allergies. She said pollen can trigger 

asthma attacks and worsen mold allergies. Another scientist said: "Acting on climate change 

really does matter for people's health." 

 

14. [Format bulleted list] Return the main details of  this transcript,  We once had a dog who 

weighed 150 pounds. (That’s 68 kilograms for those of you who like the metric system.) His name 

was Timber, and he was large and in charge! Timber was an Alaskan Malamute, which is a big, 

husky-type dog. Some people confuse Alaskan Malamutes with Siberian Huskies, but there’s a 

big difference: Malamutes are bred to be large and strong and able to haul heavy loads over 

long distances. Huskies are much smaller and lighter and are bred to pull lighter loads with lots 

of speed over shorter distances.  Malamutes are the transport trucks of the dog world, and 

Huskies are the sports cars!     Timber loved everyone he met, and he especially loved his canine 

sister, Shelby. Shelby was a Border Collie and much smaller than Timber, but she was older than 

him and he completely loved and respected her. Timber always protected Shelby from all the 

yellow dogs in the neighbourhood. What’s a yellow dog, you ask? It’s a Yellow Labrador 

Retriever. For some reason, Timber totally hated Yellow Labs, and he completely lost it whenever 

he saw a Yellow Lab on the street, whether he was out for a walk, or in the backyard, or even just 

looking out the window.  One time when we were walking after dark, a lovely, old, quiet yellow 

dog stepped out from behind a bush at the edge of his elderly owner’s yard, at the exact moment 

that Timber and Shelby and I walked by. Timber tried to attack the poor yellow dog, but 

fortunately his leash was too short to let him get close enough. We often thought that the 

reason Timber didn’t like yellow dogs was because it was the only colour of fur he didn’t have on 

his body, so he was just plain jealous of them.     As well as being a great brother to Shelby, 

Timber was also the type of dog who ate anything and everything. We called him “garbage gut” 
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frequently, and we always knew when he had eaten something he shouldn’t have because of the 

terrible stink that greeted us when we got home (after he’d had an “accident” in the house!) One 

of the most memorable cases of garbage gut was when he ate a box of tissues, followed by a 

bottle of maple syrup. Use your imagination to picture the debris field in the house which 

escaped from both ends of Timber’s body!    Timber also loved to howl, as most Malamutes and 

Huskies do. He would gladly carry on a conversation with anyone who wanted to howl with him. 

Dogs howl for many reasons, but we think Timber howled just because it made everyone laugh. 

He had a big dog grin on his face whenever he serenaded us.  Timber lived a long life for a big 

dog. (Bigger breeds generally don’t live as long as smaller dogs.) When he was 10 years old, he 

started to suffer from arthritis, which eventually became painful enough that he couldn’t get up 

and down the stairs from the house into the yard. Because he was so large and heavy, it was 

impossible to help him. By the time he was 11, the arthritis became so debilitating that we had 

to have Timber euthanized. That was a very sad day, but we knew it wasn’t fair to keep him alive 

when he was in pain.       

Timber will always be the biggest, goofiest dog we will likely ever own. Anyone who met him will 

always remember him. He hated yellow dogs. He loved and protected his sister Shelby, and he 

loved people too. He ate everything in sight, and he told endless stories through his howling 

serenades. He was, really, the best. 

 

15. Brainstorm solutions for reducing global warming at the local level. 

 

16. Is this an AI written article, We once had a dog who weighed 150 pounds. (That’s 68 kilograms 

for those of you who like the metric system.) His name was Timber, and he was large and in 

charge! Timber was an Alaskan Malamute, which is a big, husky-type dog. Some people confuse 

Alaskan Malamutes with Siberian Huskies, but there’s a big difference: Malamutes are bred to be 

large and strong and able to haul heavy loads over long distances. Huskies are much smaller and 

lighter and are bred to pull lighter loads with lots of speed over shorter distances.  Malamutes 

are the transport trucks of the dog world, and Huskies are the sports cars!     Timber loved 

everyone he met, and he especially loved his canine sister, Shelby. Shelby was a Border Collie and 

much smaller than Timber, but she was older than him and he completely loved and respected 

her. Timber always protected Shelby from all the yellow dogs in the neighbourhood. What’s a 

yellow dog, you ask? It’s a Yellow Labrador Retriever. For some reason, Timber totally hated 

Yellow Labs, and he completely lost it whenever he saw a Yellow Lab on the street, whether he 

was out for a walk, or in the backyard, or even just looking out the window.  One time when we 

were walking after dark, a lovely, old, quiet yellow dog stepped out from behind a bush at the 

edge of his elderly owner’s yard, at the exact moment that Timber and Shelby and I walked by. 

Timber tried to attack the poor yellow dog, but fortunately his leash was too short to let him get 

close enough. We often thought that the reason Timber didn’t like yellow dogs was because it 

was the only colour of fur he didn’t have on his body, so he was just plain jealous of them.     As 

well as being a great brother to Shelby, Timber was also the type of dog who ate anything and 

everything. We called him “garbage gut” frequently, and we always knew when he had eaten 

something he shouldn’t have because of the terrible stink that greeted us when we got home 

(after he’d had an “accident” in the house!) One of the most memorable cases of garbage gut 

was when he ate a box of tissues, followed by a bottle of maple syrup. Use your imagination to 
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picture the debris field in the house which escaped from both ends of Timber’s body!    Timber 

also loved to howl, as most Malamutes and Huskies do. He would gladly carry on a conversation 

with anyone who wanted to howl with him. Dogs howl for many reasons, but we think Timber 

howled just because it made everyone laugh. He had a big dog grin on his face whenever he 

serenaded us.  Timber lived a long life for a big dog. (Bigger breeds generally don’t live as long as 

smaller dogs.) When he was 10 years old, he started to suffer from arthritis, which eventually 

became painful enough that he couldn’t get up and down the stairs from the house into the yard. 

Because he was so large and heavy, it was impossible to help him. By the time he was 11, the 

arthritis became so debilitating that we had to have Timber euthanized. That was a very sad day, 

but we knew it wasn’t fair to keep him alive when he was in pain.       

Timber will always be the biggest, goofiest dog we will likely ever own. Anyone who met him will 

always remember him. He hated yellow dogs. He loved and protected his sister Shelby, and he 

loved people too. He ate everything in sight, and he told endless stories through his howling 

serenades. He was, really, the best. 

 

16b. Is this an AI written report, Introduction 

The family of four, consisting of a mother, father, and their two children, recently visited 

Disneyland. This famous theme park, located in Anaheim, California, attracts millions of visitors 

from around the world each year. The family spent three days exploring the park, enjoying 

various attractions, and experiencing the magic of Disneyland. This report will provide a detailed 

account of the family’s experience. 

Day 1 

On the first day, the family arrived at the park early in the morning. They were excited to start 

their adventure and had already planned out their itinerary. Their first stop was Sleeping Beauty 

Castle, which is the iconic centerpiece of the park. They took several photos in front of the castle 

before making their way to Fantasyland, where they rode on Dumbo the Flying Elephant and the 

Mad Tea Party. 

Next, the family visited Tomorrowland, where they enjoyed Space Mountain and Buzz Lightyear 

Astro Blasters. They also stopped by the Star Wars Launch Bay, where they met some of their 

favorite Star Wars characters. In the afternoon, they watched the parade, which featured Disney 

characters and elaborate floats. The family also enjoyed the fireworks show at night, which was 

a spectacular display of lights and music. 

Day 2 

The family started their second day at Disneyland by visiting Adventureland, where they went 

on the Jungle Cruise and Indiana Jones Adventure. They then made their way to Frontierland, 

where they enjoyed the thrill rides of Big Thunder Mountain Railroad and Splash Mountain. 

In the afternoon, the family visited Mickey’s Toontown, where they met Mickey Mouse and 

Minnie Mouse. They also explored the houses of their favorite Disney characters, such as 

Goofy’s Playhouse and Donald’s Boat. The family then headed to Critter Country, where they 

rode the Splash Mountain again before taking a break to enjoy some snacks. 
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Later in the evening, the family watched the World of Color, a nighttime spectacular that 

features water, light, and music. The show was a breathtaking experience and was one of the 

highlights of the family’s visit to Disneyland. 

Day 3 

On the third and final day, the family revisited some of their favorite attractions, including the 

Haunted Mansion and Pirates of the Caribbean. They also went on the iconic It’s a Small World 

ride, which features dolls dressed in traditional costumes from various countries. They took a 

break to have lunch at one of the many restaurants in the park. 

In the afternoon, the family visited the California Adventure Park, which is adjacent to 

Disneyland. They went on the Radiator Springs Racers ride, which is based on the Pixar movie 

Cars. They also visited the Pixar Pier, which is home to several Pixar-themed rides and 

attractions. 

In the evening, the family watched the Fantasmic show, which is a nighttime spectacular that 

features fireworks, water effects, and live performers. The show was a fitting end to the family’s 

three-day adventure at Disneyland. 

Conclusion 

Overall, the family had an incredible time at Disneyland. They enjoyed exploring the park and 

experiencing various attractions, from the classic rides to the newer, more high-tech ones. They 

appreciated the attention to detail in the park, from the elaborate decorations to the friendly 

staff. The family was thrilled to be able to create unforgettable memories that they will cherish 

for a lifetime. 

 


